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THE MICROCOSM: 


OR, MAN AS HE IS, 


N°. IV, 





ONE of the principal fources of human know- 
Sedge, is curiofity. Nature has taken care, that 
the performance of the moft important of our duties, 
fhould be accompanied with rational and unailayed 
pleafure. ‘The improvement of the intellectual fa- 
culties, is certainly an object of the greateft confe- 
quence—the means of that improvement, are gen- 
ally productive of mental entertainment, amufement 
and vratification. Do we with for hiftorical infor- 
mation >? The pages of a Robertfon or a Gibbon, 
a Ramfay or a Belknap, convey the defired inftruc- 
tion —and while they inftruct, delight. ‘The im- 
mortal Shak{fpeare developes the fprings of our ac- 
tions, defcribes with accuracy the paflions and their 
effects, in language fo luxuriant and fublime, that 
the mind is enraptured as it gathers flowers ot know- 
ledge in the fields of Fancy, or on the gay margin 
of Helicon. Other authors, ancient and modern, 
have the fame power of charming with the beauties 
of eloquence, while they enlighten the underftand- 
ing and ameliorate the heart. 


Vol, Bs L. 
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itz THE NIGHTINGALE, 


Curiofity does not confine her refearches to the 
important concerns of literature—the penetrates the 
innoit recelies of our domeftic retirements, and 
ferfis on the dainties of our moft fecret affairs. To 
her we ure indebted for the difcoveries of a Newton, 
and the expoiure of conjugal infelicities 3 for the 
political exittence of America, and ali the luxury of 
an oe eng nnoml ith the economy, merits and de- 
merits of our. ghb r's family arrangements ; for 
the wonderful uews of the day, and the amufing 
anecdotes which enliven t! he evening. Iver reftlefs, 
ever bufy, fhe a herfelf of every fource of in- 
formation and intelligence, from the works of A- 
riftotle or Plato, to the garrulous chambermaid or 
blab bing footman. 

The Ladi es, always ready to receive and to com- 
municate knowledge, are the moft enthuliaftic vota- 
ries at ai fhrine of Curiofity. The gentlemen, no 
credit to them, are compofed of grofler materials, 
and pofieffing lefs brilliant faculties, are content to 
plod on in one uniform courfe, ignorant of half the 
charms of life and bleffings of fociety. They are 
indebted to their wives and female friends for the 
information of the ftate, and circumftances of their 
neareft neighbors. Sweet heralds of novelties ! 
may ye never exhauft the fountains of intelligence, 
never be left to mourn the curfe of an unfated thirit 
for mental enrichment. 

The good effects of curiofity are fo manifold, that 
paper and patience would be wanting, fhould I at- 
tempt to defcribe them. By knowing other peo- 
ples concerns, our friendihips are ftrengthened, 
our intimacies heightened, our connections enlarg- 
ed, our minds improved, and the links in the chain 
of the focial compact rendered more bright and laft- 
ing. Weare ever furnifhed with excitements to 
mirth and pity ; with fubjects for contemplation or 
objects for our fympathy. Befides, we had as well 
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THE NIGHTINGALE. I%3 


ye reduced to a folitary ftate of nature, as live in fo- 
ciety acquainted only with our own affairs. Ail 
our pleafures and pains arife from comparifon. Ig- 
norant of the real fituation of thofe around us, how 
could we be either happy or miferable * ‘This igno- 
rance, would render us and all our feelings merely 
negative ; not one pofitive enjoyment would fallto 
the lot of man. 

Since then, curiofity is fo commendable, fo ufe- 
ful, fo conducive to human felicity, it behoves us 
to encourage and increafe it. The writer of the 
Microcofm, promifes to infert in his numbers, all 
the difcoveries that may be made by thofe who o- 
bey its dictates, for the benefit and improvement of 
mankind. 
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Literary Amulements. 
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ESSAY ON SHAKSPEARE. 











[Concluded from No. r0.] 


I CANNOT difmils thefe remarks re"pecting the 
beautyof his ftyle, without noticing the aflonifhing vari- 
ety and richneis of his imagery. He is the moft figurative 
writer, Offian perhaps excepted, in our a guage; yet his 
fimilies and metaphors are chofen wit fuc h ex: “ ifite 
propriety, and fo happily adapted to ahi difpofition, fiiu- 
ation, and circumftances, of the different 4; altars, ¢ that 
his ftyle very rarely appears ftiff, or labor ured, or affect. 
ed; and if he is ever juitly chargeable with thofe faults, 
they much oftener arife from violent ellipfes and inve r- 
fions of language, from licentious modes of exprefhion, 
and words ufed in anomalous fenles, than from the im- 


entre et RA A kT 
Fae Sg eae 





Ihe 


ns wn 











a - 
ee ee 


Se ay eam 


ES 


2 


5) SB Sew SS 









2 


ra tt 


te THE NIGHTINGALE, 


proper or injudicious moJe of metaphorical ornament. 
4 do not mean, however, to afftrt, that throughout che 
entire extent of his voluminous produ¢tions, are not to 
be found a very coniiderable number of indefenfibie im- 
ages, and even of ridiculous conceits; but I affirm, that 
they beer a very imall proportion to thofe paffages in 
which the happieft ufe is made of this liberty; and, ‘* the 
pret’s eye, in a fine frenzy rolling,’ feems to glance from 
heaven to earth in fearch of objcéts, from whence to 
borrow apt and fuitable allufions to grace and dignify his 
page. His images are indeed taken from a mott com- 
prehenfive furvey of the works of nature and of art, and 
the knowledge he difplays is fo various and extenfive, 
that it cannot but raile aftonifiment, how in the courfe 
of a life, the early part of which appears to have been 
wa led in idlenefs and diffipation, and the reft devoted to 
the duties of his profeffion as an aétor, manager, and au- 
hor, he could find opportunities to amafs fuch inex- 
hauttible ftores of mental treafure. The firft 2& of Ham. 
Jet alone will furn(i a futficient number of examples, to 
fhow the exquifite judgment and tafte which Shakel- 
peare exhibits in the choice and application of his metae 
phors. 
Look, the morn, in ruffet mantle clad, 
Walks o'er the dew of yon high eaftward hill. 





Laer. For Hamlet, and the trifling of his favour, 
Hold it a fathion, and a toy in blood ; 
A violet in the youth of primy nature, 
Forward, not permanent; tho’ fwect, not lafing. 
The chaftet maid is prodigal enough, 
if fhe unmafk her beauty to the moon : 
Virtue itfelf {capes not calumnious ftrokes ¢ 
‘The canker galls the infants of the fpring, 
Too oft before their bloffoms are difclos'd, 
And in the morn and liquid dew of youth 
Contagious blaftments are moft eminent. 


Oph. 1 fhall th’ effects of this good lefion keep, 
As watchmen to my heart: but, good my brother, 
Do not, a3 fome ungracious paftors do, 

Shew m* the flieep and thorny way to heaven; 
Whilft, like a puft and carelefs libertine, 
Himfelf the primrofe path of dalliance treads 
Audrecks not hisowa read, 
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Hath fometime lowd. I take thy hand, this hand 

As foft as dove’s down, and as white as it, 

Or Ethiopian’s tooth, or the fana'd {fnow, 

‘That’s bolted by the northern blaft thrice o'er. 
Winter's Tale, 

But enough of quotations. I might go on to enlarge 
on the admirable fentiments,and maxims ‘of m orality with 
which his works abound: it has been truly obferved ,that 
a perfect ‘yftem of ethics might be peer Br from them, 
I might expatiaie on the {kill with which he condués 
and combines the different branches cf his fable. I 
might extol the variety and brilliancy of his wit; and 
perhaps with ftill greater juftice, the depth and foli idity 
of his judgment, difplaying itfelf in the moft profound 
and fag acious reflections, the moft accurate and demon- 
ftrative reafonings. But I wave infifting upon thefe 
top ics, becaufe it feems to me, that in thefe re{pects, 
ether writers have advanced, if not toan equality, at 
lealt much nearer to an equality than they have been a- 
ble to attain in the points already mentioned, in the firft 
and age charatteriftic of genius, the power of mov- 

ng tl path ons and enchaining the attention; In the 
faculty of inve enting and portraying characters, that fun- 
damental excellence of the drama; in the beauty and 
energy of ftvle, and diction, and imagery, and in the 
power of numbers, and felicity and facility of verfifica- 
uon. 

Iam not infenfible to the merit of on Pater writers, 


In every w alk of literature, and particularly in the dra- 
matic, they have, by their ingenious producti tp done 
the | igheft | honour to themfeive: $ and to the r country. 


J] acknowledge, that lad we not a Shak« fpeare to boatt, 
none of our tragic pieces, unlefs an exception be made 
in favour of Ver nice Preferv’d, and the Orph: n, could 
uftly be put in competition with Cinna, Polyeu¢te, A- 
thal e, Iphigene, and many other pieces of Corneille and 
Racine, which might be’ enumerated ; butin my o- 
pinion, Corneille ‘and Racine themfelves fland at 
a much greater diftance from Shakefpeare, than Rowe, 
or Otway, or Fletcher, from them. For one Shakei- 
peare, 1 believe, Nature forms many Corneilles; 
and I fhould as foon expcé to fee another Newton in 
philofophy, as another chakefpeare in Gramati¢ poetry" 
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Voltaire pretends, indeed, that Lopez de Vega was in 
Spain, exaétly what Shakefpeare was in England. AsI 
have never had an opportunity of perufing any of the 
performances of that voluminous author, I cannot take 
upon me to controvert the aff-rtion; but as Voltaire’s 
ipfe dixit does not amount to demontftration, I fhall beg 
leave to fufpend my belief of it, till good fenfe and good 
tafte become as prevalent in Spain as they are now in 
England ; and when that period arrives, if Lopez 
de Vega continues as much the objeé cf admiration 
as at prefent, the univerfal opinion of fo learned and en- 
lightened a nation will undoubtedly form the ftrongeft 
prefumption, that his genius was of the higheft clafs, 
and that his name and works are deftined to immortali- 
ty. This prefumption now exifts in favour of Shakef- 
peare. I confider him as only entering his career of 
fame and glory ; and, to adopt the words of an animated 
writer, * When the very name of Voltaire, and even 
the memory of the language in which he has written, 
fall be no more, the Apalachian mountains, the banks 
of the Ohio, and the plains of Sciota, fhall refound with 
the accents of this barbarian.” 

Ben John{on has heen accufed of giving a fcanty and 
relu@taint tribute of applaufe to his great rival: but there 
is in his eulogium one line, one prophetic line, which 
fhows that he perfectly underftood, and freely acknow- 
ledged, his tranfcendent merit: 

“ He was not for an age, but for ali time.” 


And without queftion he is entitled to a place in the 
higheft rank of that illuftrious band— 
* Whofe honors with enereafing ages grow, 
As ftreams roll down enlarging as they flow ; 
Nations unborn his mighty name fhal! found, 
And worlds applaud that muft not yet be found.” 








DETACHED REMARKS. 


———_— 


GENERALLY fpeaking, thofe people who know 
little, talk much, and thofe who know much, talk 
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My fate cries out, 

And makes each petty artery in this body 

As hardy as the Nemean lio :’s nerve, 

I find thee apt ; 
And duller fhould’ft thou be than the fat weed 
That roots itfelf at cafe ou Lethe's wharf, 
Would ft thou not Qir in this —&e. &c. 

The lait particular which I thall infift upon, as one 
ef the princ ipal characteriltics of this great poct, is tl 
unrivalled Hill or rather fe icity of his verfification ; for, 
though nothing can appear lefs the effect of care and ftu 
dy, never did any author fo happily exprefs, and in fucts 
a varie y of inftances, that curious corre fpondence be- 
tween fenfe and found in which its granc Jeabioan cons 
fifls; his cadences are fometimes fo melod-ous and grate- 
ful to the ear, that they may be compared to the fott and 
mellitluous breathings of a flute; and at other times fo 
full and powerful, as to refemble the animating founds of 
the trumpet: every paffion and affection of the mind 
affumes that precife tone which is peculiarly fuitable to 
it; and the accents of grief, rage, love, pity, indignation, 

and defpair, are fcarcely to be diftingn: thed with lefs cafe 
and certainty by the various flow of the nt imbers, than 
the precife fenfe of the paffages from the words. If this 
has the air of “hyper bole and extravagance, I can only 
fay, that though the admirers of this poet have perhaps 
been too forward to defend or extenuate his faults; in 
{peaking of his charatteriftic excellencies and beauties, I 

eally think it is almoft imp flible to be guilty of excels 
in our applaufe: there appears even fo nething almoit 
fupernatural in the genius of this man; f mmething to 
which the ret of-mankind bear neither relation nor re- 
femblance. But it may be proper to fubjoin a few {pe- 
cimens of the curious felicity in his verfification, which 
I have been remarking upon, and which may ferve at 
once as illuftrations and proofs of what I have advaie- 
ed. How flow and mournful the movement of the fo!- 
lowing lines ! 
‘Conft. What dott thou mean by thaking of thy head? 
Way doft thou look fo fadiy on my fon ? 
What means that hand upon that breatt of thine ? 
Why holds thine eye that lamentable rheum ? 
Be thefe fad fighs confirmers of thy words? &-. 
King John, 
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How ftriking the tranfition to the language of fury and 
revenge ! 
Arm,arm! ye heavens! againft thefe perjur'd kings! 
Hear me, oh, hear me! 
Oh, that my tongue were in the thunder’s mouth ! 
‘Then with my patlion would [ thake the world, &c 
ibid. 
One would imagine Shakefpeare was defcribing,in thefe 


charming lines, the very effe& which they are made te 
produce, 





That ftrain again; it had a dying fall : 
Oh, it came o’er my ear, like the {weet fouth, 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 
Stealing and giving odour. 
Twelfth Night. 

But in what bold and founding language are the grand 
and magnificent ideas expreffed, which are conveyed in 
the following lines : 

Ye elves of hills, &c ———by whofe aid 
(Weak mafters though ye be) f have bedim’d 
The noon-tide fun, call’d forth the mutinous winds, 
And ‘twixt the green fea and the azur’d vault 
Set roaring war: to the dread rattling thunder 
Have I given fire,and rifted Jove’s ftout oak 
With his own bolt: the ftrong bas’d promontory 
Have I made fhake ; and by the fpurs pluck’d up 
The pine and cedar. 

The Tempef?, 

It feems to me fcarcely poffible to pronounce the fol- 
lowing line and a half in a tone of voice much above a 
whifper. 


Pray you, tread foftly, that the blind mole may not 
Hear a foot fall. 
How gay and pleafing the turn of the verfe when Ro- 
meo’s dreams, “ prefage fome joyful news at hand.” 
My befom’s lord fits lightly on his throne; 
And, ail this day, an unaccuftomed fpirit 
Lifts me above the ground with cheerful thoughts. 
How foit and tender the accenis of love in this and 
a thoufand other paflages : 
——Oh hear me breathe my love 
Before his ancient Sir, who, it dhould fcem, 
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THE NIGHTINGALE, nag 


little 5 it is natural for a blockhead to think the 
little he knows important, and to tell it to all the 
world. But the man of knowledge does not open 
his packet fo readily ; he hath too much to fay, 
and is fenfible that much more may be faid after 
him ; he, therefore, remains filent. 


| ——— 


The moft unhappy effect of fafhionable polite- 
nefs is, that it teaches us the art of difpenfing with 
the virtues it imitates. Let us be educated to che- 
rifh the principles of benevolence and humanity, 
and we fhall have politenefs enough, or fhall itand 
in no need of it. 

}-— —____] 

A man fecure in his own good conduct depends 
only on himfelf, and may brave the public opinion; 
but a woman, in behaving well, performs but half 
her duty ; as what is thought of her, is as impor- 
tant to her, as what fhe really is. 








The qualities common to both fexes are not e= 
qually allotted to each; though taken altogether 
they are equal in both: the woman is more per- 
fect as a woman, and lefs as aman. In every cafe 
where fhe makes ufe of her own privileges only, fhe 
has the advantage over us 3 but where fhe would 
ufurp ours, fhe becomes inferior. 





a 





IF the golden law of liberty were obferved—if all 
were refirained from doing injury to any, what a 
Heaven we fhould {peedily fee upon earth! the 
habit of fuch a reftraint, would, in time, fupprefs 
every emotion to evil. ‘The weak would have the 
ftrength of this law for their fupport—the poor 
would have the benevolence of it tor their riches. 


Under the light and delightfome yoke of {uch a re- 
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ftraint, how would induftry be encouraged, how 
would benignity rejoice to call neighbours, friends, 
and ftrangers to come and participate of the fruits 
thereof. 

How has the facred name of liberty been pervert- 
ed and profaned by the mouths of madding dema- 
gogues at the head of a deluded rabble, who mean 
nothing better than a licentious unmuzzling from 
all reftraint, that they may ravage and lay defolate 
the works and fruits of peace, law and juftice. 





@rigtnal JPoetrp. 





AN ELEGY. 
—— 


Tur fun has funk beneath the weftern clouds, 
The glimmering landfcape fades before the eye 4 
Night's fable curtain all creation fhrouds, 

And nature’s pulfe feems ftopt, herfelf to die. 


The mufing foul, aw’d by the folemn fcene, 
Calls up refieGion’s mirror to the view, 

As to the fields, rob'd of their mantle green, 
She bids a melancholy, fad adieu. 


Indulgent mem’ry, faithful, as fair truth, 
Recalls the pleafures of our tender years; 
And,as fhe miffes fome dear friend of youth, 
Steal o’er the cheek the forrow-fpcaking tears. 


Yes---dear Louifa’s footfteps fhe can trace, 

Who oft has fported on the verdant glade, 

Led the gay dance with Euphrofynean grace, 
But, like the op’ning flow’r, foon doom’d to fade: 


For dire difeafe attack'd life's fubtle veins, 
Bade wither in her check the blooming rofe, 
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Till feeble nature, rack’d with tort’ring pains, 
Yielded her fpotlefs foul to heav'ns repofe, 


No more my eves fhall fee her pafs the plain, 
No more the’ll tkip with heart-reviving mirth; 
For near, where rifes yonder hallow'd fane, 4 
Refts her fair form to mingle with the earth. ; : 





If blooming beauty, which fubdues the heart, fy 
if virtue’s acmé from grim death could fave, 





if innocence’s fhield could ftop his dart, 

tf Levisa ne'er had known th’ unwelcome grave. 
Yet—-why lament her fate? the’s only gone 
: To tafte, eer we,of happinefs above, 


To joint ¢ feraphs in the heavenly fong, 
And fing “ the wonders of celeftial love. 





————_—- — 








[SELECTED.]} 


TO 4 BEE. 


, fe tho 





WHY, flower-fed-wanderer, doft thou wing, 





Neglecting all the blooms of fpring, 
To Heliadora?—Wou'd'ft thou, Bee, 


Proclaim how fhe refembles thee > 





And does thy buzzing hum declare, i 
That, who her hoard of {weets wou'd dare, 
Will find a fting to wound him there ; EL 
Go, friend of love, ref-ek thy cell, 


This truth 1 long have known tco well. ‘Yt 





LEVITIES. a: 











« A-world in purchafe for a friend is gain.” 
Sofays Young, and fo faysGen. O'Hara. ‘TheGen. 
was at Lyons during the maffacres at that place, and 
was compelled to witnefs thofe horrible —a 
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332 THE NIGHTINGALE. 


when the executioners were ftanding up to the an- 
cles in human gorel!! One of the commiflioners 
propofed that the General fhould be added to the 
number of headlefs trunks ; but his requeft was not 
attended to. Some time after, General O’Hara 
happened to be in company with the commiflary ; 
when he afked him the reafon of his making the 
propofal to put himto death. « My dear friend, 
faid the Frenchman, it was not from any difrefpect 
that I made the propofal—it was merely the thought 
of the moment, and it is not worth talking of now.” 


A Lady who had been attended by a very emin m 
phyfician a confiderable time, and to whom fhe had a 
ways given, each vifit, a couple of guineas, es 
to think it too much, as his vifits were daily ; accord- 
ingly, the next time after, fhe only gave him one guinea, 
on which the doétor thought he “had let one fa ll, and 
rete beean to look < :bout the room for it; the lady 

fked him it he had loft any thing, to which he replied 
- had dropped a guinea. ** No Doétor.” fai fhe, 
“tis T that have dropped a guinea.’’ The De&or 
took the hint, but though the lady had dropped a gui- 
nea, he did not drop his vifits to her. 





Philadelphia, May 27,1796. 

Laft Wednefday nicht a new-horn male infant was found in a hbafket at the 
door of a houfe in North Eighth ftreet. ‘There was * bundle of cloaths in the 
batket, alfo a letter requefting the entieman who lives in the houfe to take 
care of the child, and tocharve the exvence to the French Republic. To 
the honor of their humanity, Mr. and Mrs. Francis of the New ‘Theatre, who 
were of oe e party that foun ad the bafket, have taken the fertunate foundiing 
under their protection. 





NOTE TO CORR! SPONDENTS. 

The gentleman who communicated the elegant dia- 
logue between Madam CosmoGunta anda Parioso- 
PHICAL Enquirer, of the 18th Century, is entitled .o 
our warm eft chan ks. Hi fall be begun in our next. 
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